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Alisha works alongside her siblings and parents at Knapp Farms, contributing her
talents to insure safe, healthy and productively grown crops and their distribution.
A fifth-generation farmer, Alisha believes in the time-honored values and teachings
which promote the furthered continuation of farming in rural America. Her
dedication and commitment to Agriculture and her community is deeply rooted.
Alisha is Chief Food Safety Manager for the farm and her knowledge and
engagement are paramount to implementing all procedures and strategies to align
with the FSMA Food Safety Modernization Act. Through her guidance and
leadership, certification has been achieved and maintained to meet the highest
standards.

Alisha Knapp
Rocky Ford, CO

She holds both a Master’s of Science in Finance and a Bachelor of Science in
Finance from the University of Denver.
Clancy Anderson is a Livestock Coordinator at the National Western Stock Show
in Denver, CO. There, she works to get more than 12,000 head of livestock
entered in shows, sales and special events through their gates every January.
Additionally, she manages all of the livestock marketing efforts including placing
Stock Show stories into the hands of the media. Most recently her efforts have
focused on the redevelopment and expansion of the National Western Center
where she is a voice for thousands of livestock families and enthusiasts who have
called Stock Show their January home for generations. She serves on several
internal committees including the Junior Livestock Auction, Yards, Specialty Shows
and the practical beef management Catch-A-Calf program.
She has a B.S. in Agricultural Communications with a minor in Animal Science
from Oklahoma State University.

Clancy Anderson
Johnstown, CO
Cade Kunugi is a 4th generation farmer who partners with his father and uncle to
produce a variety of crops and manage operations of their family farm, in his
hometown of Blanca, Colorado. He endeavors to combat the sundry of hardships
in the agricultural fields starting at a local level, and believes that as long as the
agricultural community strives to become a united front, there is little they will be
unable to persevere through. He understands the importance of knowledgeable
stewardship in Colorado agriculture, which allows future generations the
opportunity to farm. Cade has an unhesitating work ethic cultivated by his mentors,
he hopes to be able to maintain the important history of Colorado agriculture. From
his experience working in leafy greens and cereal grains outside of Colorado to
staples such as potatoes and alfalfa in the state, he has developed his agriculturist
skills and passion for the work.

Cade Kunugi
Blanca, CO

Cade has participated in Colorado collegiate Farm Bureau debates over
agricultural issues and received his Bachelor's degree in Agricultural Business from
Adams State University.
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Colton Hankins is an agronomist salesman who works with Nutrien Ag Solutions
to grow the success and bottom lines of farmers and producers in north eastern
Colorado. Colton takes pride in bringing an innovative prospective to agriculture
while maintaining a traditional work ethic. He believes that the success of his
customers is a direct correlation to the quality of food that makes it to the dinner
table of consumers in Colorado communities. Colton has worked for six years
using his agronomic knowledge to improve soil and crop stewardship for the
purpose of improving crop yields for generations to come.
Colton is a trained agronomist with a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Business
from Colorado State University

Colton Hankins,
Eaton, CO
Dave Bower is a partner at the Boulder County based law firm of Johnson &
Repucci LLP. His practice is focused in the areas of water, real estate, natural
resources, public lands, and conservation easement law. Dave takes a pragmatic
approach to helping his clients, and believes in finding common sense and costeffective solutions whenever possible. At the same time, he isn't afraid to roll up
his sleeves and advocate for his clients when necessary.
Dave represents ranches, ski resorts, ditch companies, and municipalities, has
been counsel of record in over 200 water court cases, and advised clients on
real estate transactions totaling over 100 million dollars. In addition, he provides
pro bono counsel to land trusts and volunteers at his alma maters, Colorado State
University and the University of Colorado Law School.

David Bower
Broomfield, CO
Dusty Johnson is the Northeast Colorado area representative for Congressman
Ken Buck (CO-04) who covers rural and agricultural issues for the district. She
believes that the agricultural industry is the back-bone of Colorado, and the nation,
and deserves a seat at the table for policy decisions.
Previously, Dusty worked in Washington, D.C. as a legislative assistant for Buck,
where she worked on the 2018 Farm Bill and handled the issue portfolio of:
agriculture, water, energy, trade, environment/natural resources, and broadband.
Dusty was an FFA and 4-H member who has a pull-your-boot-straps-up mentality.
She holds a BA in Politics from Regis University.

Dusty Johnson
Fort Morgan, CO
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Harrison Topp
Hotchkiss, CO

Harrison Topp is the membership director with the Rocky Mountain Farmers
Union where he helps build the capacity of volunteer chapters and increase
organizational membership. Harrison is also the owner operator of Topp Fruits, a
family orchard business growing high altitude, exquisitely pleasurable fruit in
Western Colorado. By straddling the worlds of commercial production, advocacy,
and community organization, Harrison engages with the full gamut of agriculture to
understand its strengths, weakness, threats, and opportunities. Last year, he
helped to increase RMFU’s membership by 7% and exceed 20,000 members,
while concurrently working through the hurtles of building a first- generation farm.
As a member of the CALP 14 Class, Harrison is committed to continuing to
develop his ag. literacy and experiences. He’s received awards from Livewell, CO,
the Mt. Lookout Grange, and National Farmers Union. Harrison Graduated from
New York University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film/TV Production and
Anthropology.

Jacob Langlie is a Crop Consultant with Nutrien Ag Solutions where he works with
farmers by providing them with their agricultural input needs and support. He
believes in order to help his customers achieve their highest yields he needs to
provide them with the best knowledge and service the industry can offer.
Jacob has worked with Nutrien Ag Solutions for five years where he has built and
maintained relationships with his customers and their operations. Before Nutrien,
Jacob worked with many farm operations in the Red River Valley region of North
Dakota where he learned the many challenges faced when growing a crop.
While in the Dakotas, Jacob acquired a B.S. in Crop and Weed Sciences with a
Minor in Agribusiness from North Dakota State University.

Jacob Langle
Eaton, CO
Jason Crouch is a livestock producer and cattle feeder in southeast Colorado. In
his position at Ordway Cattle Feeders he oversees all water and environmental
concerns as well as assisting in the day to day operations.
Jason is committed to promoting Colorado agriculture, from the safety of fruits and
vegetables, to the humane handling of livestock. He is always willing to engage in
healthy conversations with people through activities like Pedal the Plains or
livestock shows around the state to spread light on emotional misinformation catch
phrases like “Factory Farms” and “sustainability “. In his free time Jason enjoys
spending time with his wife and their five children. He also serves as a horse
superintendent for the local 4-H and is involved in several ministries.

Jason Crouch
LaJunta, CO
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Joe Rasnic is an organic crop nutrition specialist who works with hundreds of
growers solving problems and improving upon their crop fertility programs. Joe has
spent his tenure analyzing data to help improve yields and efficiency while
maintaining food quality and safety. After spending the last several years studying
organic agriculture, Joe has developed his expertise to improve upon organic
crops, and to further develop conventional crops into sustainable production.

Joe Rasnic
Loveland, CO

Joe has developed an understanding in all aspects of agriculture, including plant
and soil health. Joe got his start as a farm hand on a large irrigated farm in
Western Nebraska, then moved to agronomy consulting. Joe has also worked at
being a leader and innovator honing his expertise around the industrial hemp
market, including production and fertility, in Colorado and around the nation.
Joe holds a qualified supervisor license in herbicide, fungicide, pesticide, and
nutrition allowing him to make qualified recommendations on farms in CO. Joe has
also attained a level one advocacy certificate which adds training experience to
help educate the consumers/growers on issues in agriculture.
Joe holds a Bachelor of Science in Plant Science from Dordt College in Sioux
Center, Iowa.

Julia Herman recently joined the producer education team with the National
Cattleman’s Beef Association as their Beef Cattle Specialist Veterinarian. With
special interests in animal behavior and welfare and producer/employee education,
she seeks to prepare all sectors of the livestock industry to produce a safe and
healthy food supply. Building and maintaining collaborative relationships with
veterinary groups, educational institutions, and beef industry partners, her role
unites these players to advocate for the cattle and agricultural industries.

Julia Herman
Windsor, CO

Previously as an ambulatory veterinarian with Colorado State University, she
collaborated with local livestock producers to provide hands on and practical
learning experiences to the next generation of veterinarians. She has also spent
time in a beef cattle practice on the Central Plains. Julia’s applied research focuses
on infectious disease affecting the livestock/wildlife interface which has translated
to preventative population medicine in the beef, dairy, and other livestock
industries. As the wife of a fourth-generation wheat farmer, she strives to advocate
for all aspects of Colorado agriculture.
Julia earned her Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine and Master of Science with an
emphasis in Epidemiology from Colorado State University.
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Lisa Riseman got her start as a professional at Colorado State University where
she received her bachelor’s degree in Equine Science. During her tenure at CSU
she was lucky enough to work on many teams at CSU’s Veterinary Teaching
Hospital. She eventually joined the Equine Sports Medicine Team as a rehab and
MRI technician. Here she learned to appreciate the incredible value in quality
veterinary diagnostics for equine patients and their veterinarians. Lisa began her
career with Sound Technologies in digital radiography as an Installation and
Application Specialist. She has also spent time as a Territory Manager for Antech
Diagnostics. She enjoys the new clients and strengthening relationships with
existing clients as the Rocky Mountain Region Equipment Specialist for Sound
Technologies. Outside of her career in Veterinary Diagnostics, Lisa also lives and
works on a diversified 5th generation family farm in Roggen, CO.

Lisa Riseman
Roggen, CO
MacKenzie is an AVP Credit Underwriter for American AgCredit who works with
farmers and ranchers to achieve their agricultural aspirations through finance.
MacKenzie was raised on a small cow/calf operation in Northeastern Colorado and
is a past Colorado State 4-H and FFA officer. MacKenzie is
trained to analyze and manage financial risk across a variety of farming
enterprises including orchards, row crops, livestock, greenhouse nurseries, and
confinements. She currently manages a $200
Million portfolio across four states including Nevada, Colorado, Kansas, and
Oklahoma.
MacKenzie holds a bachelor’s degree in Animal Science and Agribusiness from the
University of Wyoming.

Mackenzie Stoaks
LaSalle, CO

Sharon Kauffman
Fort Morgan, CO

Sharon Kauffman is an insurance broker and owner of Insurance Connection who
counsels employers and individuals with their life, health, disability, retirement and
succession planning. Being in the business for over 30 years and having the
opportunity to work with multi-generational families and businesses, she has found
that most people do not plan to fail, they just fail to plan.
Sharon knows how to motivate people to formulate and execute plans to meet
their financial goals. As a lifelong learner with a passion for helping others achieve
their dreams, she has received her LUTCF, CLU and RHU designations. A native
of Northeast Colorado she resides on her family’s third generation farm raising
corn and alfalfa and expanding into a niche market of grape growing and wine
making.
Sharon is actively involved in the community to sustain and grow educational
opportunities and health care services as well as a member of Toastmasters and
Rotary International. Other interests include being on the board of directors for a
community bank and being a member of the Colorado Ag Leadership Program.
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Melissa Bischoff in a tenured leader at Leprino Foods Company focused on
managing milk supply relationships and programs. She has spent her career
working for dairy companies, both buying and selling dairy commodities for some
of the largest players. Melissa believes milk is a beautiful product and the most
critical ingredient in cheese making. Leprino Foods is the largest seller of cream
and the largest buyer of milk in the US, Melissa has her hands in both. In addition
to being responsible for the cream sales portfolio at Leprino, she has added value
to Leprino’s supply chain in working on milk programs such as animal care and
sustainability initiatives.
Melissa sits on the Innovation Center for US Dairy’s animal care committee. She
holds an MBA from Regis University and a bachelor’s degree in Animal Science
from Cornell University.

Melissa Bischoff
Denver, CO
Vicki Lee is a 15-year Horticulture Industry Professional with a plant science
concentration in clean foundation planting stocks propagated from laboratory ‘invitro’ tissue culture micro-plantlets for proprietary & commercial specialty crop
production. These rigorously tested plant starts provide crop protection and are
free from targeted pathogens that can cause economic loss to safeguard global
competitiveness for producers in the market.

Vicki Lee
Fort Collins, CO

Vicki has worked on virus-eradication projects, greenhouse cropping systems and
collaborates between producers, agronomists and plant breeders and has liaised
with private organizations and university researchers to ensure plant protection
compliance within local, state, federal and international regulatory certification
agencies. A member of Hop Growers of America (HGA), Vicki has been invited to
participate in discussions involving farm-focused ‘Best-Practices’ safety modules
such as “Good-Bines’, a platform designed to “enhance farm resiliency through
education and collaboration”.
Ms. Lee is a 4th generation Coloradan who has witnessed the urban & rural
challenges shaping the Centennial State’s landscape. Urban modernization and
the rising interest in ‘farm-to craft” markets have inspired her to showcase the
significant role agriculture plays in sustaining these everyday urban lifestyles and
the need to preserve a healthy rural America.
Vicki received her Bachelor of Science Degree in Physical Science with minor
concentrations in Geology, Geography and Philosophy from Colorado State
University, Fort Collins, CO. She also earned a Paralegal Certificate and is a
member of the Larimer-Weld Association of Legal Support Staff (LWALSS). Areas
of interest are water, natural resources and intellectual property laws.
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Virginia Till is a sustainable management of food and recycling specialist at the
Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 office in Denver, Colorado. She
provides technical outreach and expertise to businesses, communities and
individuals to connect consumers with the story of their food to ensure no food
goes to waste.
Virginia knows that bridging the urban-rural divide is all about collaboration,
communication, and messaging for positive change. Virginia regularly provides
messaging for change training and has over 15 years’ experience in
education/outreach.

Virginia Till
Denver, CO

During her eight years at EPA, she has presented at numerous state, national and
international conferences, done print and broadcast media interviews, edited
informational newsletters, and collaborated with the Colorado Foundation for
Agriculture for their Ag in the Classroom program.
Virginia holds a Master of Science in Integrated Sciences and a minor in
sustainability from the University of Colorado at Denver.

Shelby Teague dedicates her time to her family`s multi-faceted livestock and
farming operation in Fort Morgan, CO, dealing with daily operations and data
management on over 50,000 feeder cattle marketed by Teague Diversified
annually.
She understands the challenging marketplace that is the beef business today and
strives to offer a fair outlet for producers to market their calves. Additionally, she
has developed a calf buy-back program in partnership with her brother which
markets genomically superior Black Angus bulls and provides beef quality
assurance education to producers across the southern United States.

Shelby Teague
Fort Morgan, CO

Shelby graduated with a Bachelor in Animal Science from Kansas State University,
where she was a member of the National Champion Meat Animal Evaluation
Team, National Champion Wool Judging team, Reserve National Champion
Livestock Judging Team, and a recipient of the prestigious Gardiner Angus
Scholarship.

